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Homer and His Age. By ANDREW LANG. Illustrated. Pp. xii + 336. London :
Longmans, 1906. 12s. Gd. net.

Mr. Lang here returns to contentions advanced some years ago in Homer and the Epic.
His stimulus appears to have been supplied by the appearance of Mr. Leafs Iliad in 1902 ;
and now he once more goes full tilt at the Separatists, asserting that these are much more
discrepant and inconsistent in statement than the Homeric lays themselves, and criticising
them in the light of more or less recent archaeology and )f a 'literary judgment,' which
is fortified by a wide knowledge of early epic literature in other languages than Greek.
Briefly he sets out to show that the discrepancies in Homer are not greater than would be
made by any one aiithor in an age of vigorous and moving culture ; that the efforts made
to convict the poet or poets of archaism fail; that the arguments used to prove archaism
in some passages or connexions and realism in others are absurd ; and that the lays do
represent very fairly a single civilisation. He sees no difficulty, in view of recent Cretan
discoveries, about supposing the poems to have been written down at an early age—an ager

in fact, much earlier than the Cyclic poets, not to mention Peisistratus ; and by the way he
makes much of Mr. Leaf's change of view concerning the relative probability of a Homeric
School and of a Peisistratean Eecension. Judging by the ideas embodied in the Cyclic
poems, Mr. Lang would put the stereotyping of the Iliad (with which he is'almost
exclusively concerned) some way back behind 800 B.C. He makes a good defence for unity
both in authorship and time ; but he seems to have overlooked, in advancing arguments
from the Cyclic poems, and comparing other Epics, one important fact, viz. that culture in
Ionia (where there is much reason to place the origin of the poems) had not necessarily the
same history as in Greece ; and that poems might have arisen at the same time on the two
sides of the Aegean, reflecting incongruous, but, in neither case, anachronistic ideas.
What would have been archaistic in Greece in the seventh century was not necessarily
archaistic in Ionia. While regarding the Greek lands as endowed with too uniform a
civilisation in the post-Mycenaean Age, Mr. Lang also seems to treat the ' Mycenaean *
remains too much as one, and not to take sufficient account of possibly wide intervals in date
between, e.g. the later Palace at Cnossus, the Enkomi Treasure, and the ' Treasure from
one of the Greek Islands ' in the British Museum. When an author has to base his argu-
ments on the multifarious and often provisional statements of archaeologists groping their
way towards the light in the dim ages before history, and does not know the Realien
himself, his foothold is often perilous in the extreme.

Pour mieux connaitre Homere. Par MICHEL BREAL. Pp. viii. + 309. Paris :
Hachette et Cie. [1907.] 3 f. 50.

M. Brtel brings to the study of the Homeric question an acute mind trained in other
fields; and, as usual in such cases, his contribution is fresh, original, and stimulating.

K 2




